SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 10 
OCTOBER 2021 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by .............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The 
bulletin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at www.sarl.org.za while the text bulletin 
can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com/. To join the 
MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 

CQ HOU KOERS AND JAMBOREE ON THE AIR NEXT WEEKEND 
IARU REGION 1 PREPARES FOR WORKSHOP 

and 


WELCOME TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL CW SPEED WEEK 
CONTEST 


Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 


CQ HOU KOERS AND JAMBOREE ON THE AIR NEXT WEEK- 
END 


Have you and your Club already contacted the local Voortrekker Commando, 
Scout Troop or Guide Company to assist with CQ Hou Koers and Jamboree 
on the Air on 16 and 17 October? The Voortrekkers will be running CQ Hou 
Koers on Saturday 16 October, while the Scouts and Guides will be running 
JOTA on 16 and 17 October. To make these events special for the Voortrekkers, 
Scouts and Guides, we need radio amateurs to set-up stations at a camp site or 
meeting place and, under their supervision, allow the young people to speak to 
other young people. Contact Andries Visagie, ZS6VL if you want to help with 
CQ Hou Koers and Richard Hooper, ZS6RKE if you want to help with JOTA. 


IARU REGION 1 PREPARES FOR WORKSHOP 


From 15 to 24 October, IARU Region 1 is holding the last part of the 2020 
Virtual Conference and the Workshop ’Shaping the Future’ to discuss the 
future direction for amateur radio. The Conference sessions will be held on 
15, 16, 23 and 24 October. Nico van Rensburg, ZS6QL has been elected as 


the chairman of the C2 - Finance Committee, while Dennis Green, ZS4BS is 
the chairman of the G2BVN Award committee. This is for the duration of the 
conference. The Workshop will run from 17 to 21 October. 


The IARU Region 1 site says delegates attending the forthcoming IARU Region 
1 Workshop on the future direction for amateur radio and the associated 
short Conference sessions will already have received joining instructions. The 
*Shaping the Future” event is designed as a highly interactive workshop where 
small groups of delegates will discuss the goals for amateur radio into the future 
and how Member Societies and IARU can support progress towards those aims. 


The event is being held virtually, because of continuing COVID issues in 
many countries. Commenting before the event, IARU Region 1 President Don 
Beattie, G3BJ, said ”We all know that our world is changing in many ways. 
This event is the opportunity to understand the implications of those changes 
and map the way ahead for amateur radio, so that IARU and its Member 
Societies share a common goal and a set of strategies for the future, and to 
resource action plans to start us on that journey. Holding an interactive 
workshop event of this scale is a challenge, but with everyone’s help and active 
contribution I am hoping for a positive and constructive output which will 
shape our work for years to come.” 

(Thanks to Southgate ARC News) 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
CONTEST NEWS 


The e-mail address to submit logs for the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint and 
the SARL 80 m Club Sprint has been changed. The zs4bfn@mweb.co.za e-mail 
has been closed, please use 7p8dg@netactive.co.za to submit your log sheets. 


Thirty log sheets were received for the second leg of the National Field Day, of 
which one is a check log! Thank you to those participants who filled in the log 
sheet correctly. 


Class A: Multi-operator Field Station 

1st the West Rand ARC - 227 882 points 

2nd the Midlands ARC - 135 050 points 

3rd the Voortrekkers (ZS9SPD) - 118 130 points 


Class C: Single Operator Field Station 
1st the Bloemfontein ARC - 67 020 points 
2nd David Kirk, ZS1KK - 3 050 points 
3rd Gert du Plessis, ZR6GRT - 110 points 


Class D: Single Operator Field Station QRP 


1st Johan van Zijl, ZS4DZ - 136 130 points 


Class F: Backyard Station 

1st Kobus Boshoff, ZS6BOS - 48 110 points 
2nd Gerhard Joubert, ZS3CG - 2 210 points 
3rd Thomas Ackerman, ZS6TLA - 2 150 points 


Class G: General Stations 

1st Chris Avenant, ZS6CPA - 24 800 points 
2nd Roy Walsh, ZS3RW - 18 950 points 
3rd Esme Walsh, ZS3EW - 18 590 points 


Check Log - Gawie Hoon, ZS5R. 
Combined Results of the March and September contests 


Class A: Multi-operator Field Station 

1st the West Rand ARC - 485 068 points 

2nd the Sandton ARC - 244 466 points 

3rd the Voortrekkers (ZS9SPD) - 183 520 points 


Class B: Multi-operator Field Station QRP 
1st the Mooirivier ARC - 21 470 points 


Class C: Single Operator Field Station 


1st Schalk van Vuuren, ZS1LL - 163 250 points 
2nd the Bloemfontein ARC - 67 020 points 
3rd Hugo Pretorius, ZS6HP - 64 850 points 


Class D: Single Operator Field Station QRP 
1st Johan van Zijl, ZS4DZ - 185 140 points 


Class F: Backyard Station 

1st Nick Dreyer, ZS1N - 120 050 points 

2nd Kobus Boshoff, ZS6BOS - 48 110 points 
3rd David MacGregor, ZR6DM - 29 450 points 


Class G: General Stations 

lst Roy Walsh, ZS3RW - 25 430 points 

2nd Chris Avenant, ZS6CPA - 24 800 points 

3rd the Port Elizabeth ARS - 23 660 points 

The complete results were published in HF Happenings 965 


Thirty two logs were received for the 5th leg of the SARL Wednesday 80 m 


Club Sprint held on 15 September. 


1st the West Rand ARC - 555 points 
2nd the Boland ARC - 327 points 
3rd the Northern Cape ARC - 292 points 


Individual scores 

1st Gerhard, ZS3TG - 132 points 
2nd Kobus, ZS6BOS - 95 points 

3rd Phillip, ZS6PVT - 94 points 


The complete results were published in HF Happenings 966 


WELCOME TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL CW SPEED 
WEEK 


Michael, ZS6MSW asks, "Have you ever thought of stretching your SPEED 
skills amongst your fellow Amateurs, in a way never heard before? Well, here 
is a First Never Done Before. Are you ready for the Challenge?” 


The idea of the National CW Speed Week is to make as many contacts as you 
can within a 7 day calendar period, the goal is to log all contacts on the RaDAR 
Sport Log, developed by Eddie, ZS6BNE. Visit www.radarops.co.za/zsportal, 
you will need a log-in PIN from Eddie in order to take part. The PIN allows 
you to edit your own log if you have made an error. 


The criteria for the week will be - CW sent using any paddle or any straight 
key, nothing less than 20 wpm character speed or faster, will qualify you to 
take part. You will need to declare in the comments column on the logging 
system what kind of key you used - straight or paddle. The Radar system 
self-generates the points, i.e., two QSOs confirmed will yield two points each 
and a QSO without a conformation will give you ONE point each, without a 
QSL confirming a match. So, the idea is to make sure your friends actually log 
on the system, to gain the double points. During the week, anyone can at any 
time, spot who spoke to whom, either in text form on the RaDAR system or 
on a bar graph format on the same system. Everyone logs in one place; just 
refresh your screen to spot the latest happening. 


The National CW Speed Week will start at 04:00 UTC (06:00 Cat) on Sunday 
24 October and end at 16:00 UTC (18:00 CAT) on Saturday 30 October 2021. 
Remember log books are kept in UTC time! The activity will take place on 80, 
40 and 20 metres and you may not work the same call sign more than ONCE 
on each band. 


A CW QRS Week is in the planning for the very new guys from 8 wpm and 
not exceeding 12 wpm. The same criteria as above will apply. The date for the 


CW QRS Week will be announced later. 
PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There is currently a single active sunspot region visible and there 
is a small possibility of some minor C-class flaring activity. If you want to do 
your own frequency predictions, the expected effective sunspot number for the 
week will be around 9. The 10 to 30 m bands will during the late afternoons 
provide some good DX fun. Please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za 
for further information. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 


11 October — The provincial schools reopen and the West Rand ARC meeting 
16 October — CQ Hou Koers and the Highway and Magalies ARC meetings 

16 and 17 October — Jamboree on the Air and the Worked All Germany contest 
19 October — The PEARS and Border ARC meetings 

21 and 22 October — The Orionids meteor shower 

23 October — the Radio Amateur Examination, the Cape Town ARC meeting 
and the SARL 40 m Grid Square Sprint 

24 to 30 October — the National CW Speed Week 

25 October — Submissions for the 2022 Blue Book 

30 and 31 October — the CQ WW DX Phone contest 

6 November — the RaDAR Challenge 

11 November — Armistice Day 

13 and 14 November — the SARL VHF/UHF Analogue contest and the WAE 
RTTY contest 


To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


Have you and your Club already contacted the local Voortrekker Commando, 
Scout Troop or Guide Company to assist with CQ Hou Koers and Jamboree 
on the Air on 16 and 17 October? The Voortrekkers will be running CQ Hou 
Koers on Saturday 16 October, while the Scouts and Guides will be running 
JOTA on 16 and 17 October. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio 
amateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, 
by following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Thursday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 


gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Andy Cairns, ZS6ADY, 
proofread by Paul Johnson, ZS15S and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


